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CEYLON. 

Ry   ConNuI    >VaI(er    A.   lieonard,    Colunibo,    Seiiicinber    10. 

TIio  year  1917  can  in  general  be  desigiiated  as  a  prosperous  one  for 
Ceylon,  notwithstanding^  tlio  fact  that  the  effects  of  the  war  were 
felt  more  than  ever  before  in  a  noticeable  rise  of  prices,  depression  in 
some  industries,  considerable  financial  stringency,  shortage  of  ocean 
freight,  diiliculties  ^Yith  exchange,  and  an  increase  in  unemployment 
among  the  native  population.  On  the  whole,  the  colony  met  witii 
success  in  adjusting  itself  to  the  changing  conditions. 

Trade  compared  favorably  with  the  record  year  of  191G,  >;howing 
a  decrease  of  only  4  per  cent,  and  compared  with  any  other  year,  a 
substantial  increase.  This  condition  of  prosperity  was  largely  due 
to  the  great  increase  in  the  exports  of  raw  rubber  and  to  the  con- 
tinued large  shipments  of  tea  and  graphite.  Ceylon  is  fortunate  in 
producing  staple  articles,  the  majority  of  which  arc  war  necessities. 

Trade  Returns  for  10  Years. 

The  following  table  shoAvs  the  annual  value  of  Ceylon's  imports 
and  exports  (excluding  si^ecie  and  coal  for  steamers)  for  the  10 
years,  1908-1917: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Trade  bal- 
ance. 

1908 

$;W,  717, 2C0 
40,(197,439 
48,  728,  475 
60,931,526 
66,  ms,  615 
60,368,312 
65,905,553 
53,089,540 
68,617,895 
59,735,959 

$41,839,025 
47,659,140 
54,008,935 
58,568,763 
64,547,602 
75,588,731 
70,844,514 
88, 692, 28:? 
96, 5-20,  835 
98,079,791 

$81,556,885 
88,:}o6,579 
102, 7:57,410 
109,500,289 
121,428,217 
135,a'i7,043 
126,750,067 
141,781.823 
165, 1.3,8, 7:50 
158,415,750 

$2,122,365 
6,961,701 

1909 

1910 

5, 280, 460 

1911 

7,637.237 

1912 

7,666,987 
15,220,419 
14,938,961 

1913 

191 4 

1915 

35, 602, 743 

191fi 

27,902,940 

1917 

38,943,832 

The  foregoing  figures  show  the  remarkable  growth  of  Ceylon's 
trade  during  the  past  decade — an  increase  of  50  per  cent  in  value 
of  imports,  and  one  of  135  per  cent  in  exports. 

Trade  with  British  Empire  an  Important  Factor. 

The  Tnited  Kingdom.  Avhicli  until  lOlG  liad  been  well  ahead  in 
the  trade  with  Ceylon,  fell  in  1917  to  third  j^lace  as  compared  Avith 
British  possessions  and  foreign  countries,  respectively.  The  British 
possessions  had  the  largest  share  of  the  total  trade,  being  30  per 
cent  as  compared  with  3'J  per  cent,  each,  for  the  United  Kingdom  and 
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foreign  countries.  This  diversion  of  trade  wn.s  due  lar<;^eh'  to 
ijreatcr  difficulties  in  ocean  traffic  with  tlie  United  Kingdom  as 
compared  \vith  other  parts  of  the  world.  Japan  easily  led  the 
foreign  count ries  in  supplying  goods  to  Ceylon,  the  value  for  the 
year  15HT  being  $;^,2r)7,r)ir)." 

The  coTisideralile  falling  olf  in  the  value  of  imports  in  1!H7,  as 
compared  with  101(>.  was  dye  chielly  to  difficulty  in  getting  orders 
executed  and  shortage  of  ocean  freight.  There  was  a  larger  dex^reasc 
than  the  al'o\e  iigures  indicate,  due  to  enhanced  prices.  The  un- 
u.sually  large  shipments  of  raw  rubber  more  than  account  for  the 
increa.se  in  exports.  The  fact  that  in  1917  foreign  countries  took 
for  the  first  time  more  exports  than  the  United  Kingdom,  was 
due  chiefly  to  the  large  quantity  of  raw  rubber  purchased  by  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  had  ±1  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  trade  in  1017,  as 
compared  with  IS  per  cent  in  101(5,  K)  per  cent  in  1015,  and  only 
8.5  per  cent  in  1014. 

Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  folh)wing  tabic,  compiled  from  the  Ceylon  Blue  Book,  shows 
the  distribution  of  the  ti-ade  of  Ceylon  {including  specie)  with  the 
principal  countries  of  the  world  in  1916  and  1917  : 


Countries. 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Aiisl  r  Alasiii , 

British  Africa 

Briti<Ji  America 

Britisli  India , 

Burma , 

ITonskong 

Maldi ve  Islands 

SI n^.its  Sett lements 

Oilier  Britisli  ijossessions. 

Africa  (not  Britiiih) 

Au>t  ria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Borneo 

China 

Cochin-China 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

India  (ni>t  British) 

Italy 

Japan 

Java 

Malta 

Mozambique 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Persia 

Philippines 

Russia: 

In  Asia 

In  Kuropo 

Siam 

Spain 

Sumatia , 

Sweden , 

Switzerland 

South  America 

Cnilod  States  of  Anieric-.i 

All  other  countries 


Total 7l,3kV3'p.'»     (.0,Ofi7,r.l7     96.532,279     99,583,177 


Imports  from. 


1916 


1917 


Exports  to. 


1916 


$1.5, 


310,083 
73S.987 
476,849 
8.  S.W 
67;i,fi71 
062,978 
.'■)87.'J 
709.907 
512.012 
16, 21)6 


7.-,  I 


9,. 32(5 

39,932 

880, 824 

384.7.S8 

2i;.574 

20,822 

353,  ."igs 

13,775 

2.51.676 

1.56,  S9S 

963,689 

057,911 


175,843 
533,018 
293,481 
821,426 
5,253 

.35,034 
184,051 
330,854 

29, 931 

94.32J 
\9\.  792 
251.264 

93, 988 
,509.005 

13.796 


IU),5&.-),902 

492,847 

810,  «.52 

1,434 

21,73-1,688 

12, 1.58,  .588 

280,863 

730,0*30 

4,195,313 

42,  .592 

33 

533 

3,364 

1,002,511 

60,267 

100 

6,835 

214,606 

3,713 

165.382 

78, 735 

3,2.57,615 

773.883 


'*42,733,792 

5, 22S,  555 

1,802.397 

957, 805 

3,404,320 

34,812 

314,056 

89, 466 

307,642 

9,750 

13,664 


123,^5 
363.281 
41.525 
113,577 
4,870 

609 

55,906 

211.200 

12.309 

424,152 

196.140 

9ti,999 

1.778 

1,810,341 

10,658 


23,503 
1,619,722 


1,313,785 
4,699,250 


24,277 

161.352 

309,396 

6,778 

27,628 
l<»,e76 


172,863 
151 

194,978 

l,S38,.50O 

3,859,187 

1,180 

116,861 

1,752 

2,810 

7,125 

32,033 

27,112,314 

8,505 


1917 


f39,410.5"l 

5,950.144 

1,671,28.5 

3,161,555 

6,597,718 

80,351 

242,244 

116.285 

429,628 

502,443 

13.043 


35,441 
723.166 


362,006 
2,487,954 


7,031 
375,401 
330,542 

2,766 

555 

220,699 

476,296 

89,020 

3,486 
233. 755 

1,411,394 

1,105,852 

1.213 

18,594 
15,200 


1.323 

281,463 

33,162.544 

2. 216 
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Imports  by  Articles. 

A  classified  list  of  the  principal  articles  iniportod,  -wilh  tlioir  quan- 
tities and  values,  for  the  years  191G  and  1917  is  given  below : 


Artidcs. 


Animal?,  live number.. 

Food  and  drink: 

IJrtCon hnndredweitjht 

Beer  and  alo pallons. . 

Bisc\iits pounds. . 

Bn  1 1  er do 

Cotlee do 

Confcct  ionery do 

("urry  stuUs hundredweight. . 

Fish- 
Cured  do — 

Tinned pounds. . 

Ot  lier hundredweight. . 

Fruit- 
Fresh  do 

I'reserved do 

fJhee do 

Grain  and  flour- 
Beans do 

Bran do 

Gram do 

Oats do 

Faddy do 

Peas do 

Rice do 

Wheat  flour do 

llam do 

ileut,  frozen do 

Milk- ,  preserved 

Onions hundredweight. 

I'otatoes do... 

Seeds,  sesame do. . . 

Spirits  — 

Brandy gallons. 

Gin .".  .do. . . 

Whisky do... 

Sugar hundredweight. . 

Wine,  champagne gallons 

Manufactured  articles: 

Acids do 

Automobiles number. 

Books do... 

Bricks  and  tiles do. . . 

Candles hundredweight. 

Casi  s  and  shooks number. 

Cement hundredweight. 

Chemists'  sundries do. . . 

CJiinaware do 

Cycles  an<l  parts 

Earthenware pieces. . 

Electrical  goods hundredweight. . 

Embroidery yards. . 

Ex  plosi  ves 

Fancy  articles cases. . 

Furniture pieces. . 

Glass hundredweight. . 

Ciunny  bags do 

Haber:  iashory 

Hals  and  bonnets cases. . 

Jewelry 

I-am  IS number. . 

Leather  goafls 

Jfadiinery hundredweight. '. 

Mai ches gross  boxes. . 

Musical  instruments 

Painters'  colors liuu<lrcd weight. . 

Paper reams. . 

Perfumery gallons. . 

Pooiiac,  sesame hundredweight. . 

Shoes pairs. . 

Soap hundrc<l  wei ght . . 

Stationery cases. . 

Tea  chests number. . 

l'ml)rcllas doz.en. . 

Watches number . . 


1017 


Quantity.        Value.        Quantity.      Value. 


105,2.54 

1,235 

170, S03 

1,387,191 

409. 222 

1 ,  598,  .WS 

1,013,038 

209,517 

2.')",  344 
343, 90.-) 
81,857 

6,370 
11,819 
3,0.{2 

30,897 

71,a38 

100, 742 

15.2fil 

748, 725 

194.630 

8, 073",  964 

192,099 

1,629 

4, 755 


317, 08f) 
107,  .543 
23,102 

82,882 

130.617 

157,876 

^548,934 

2, 744 

56,522 

551 

676,  .354 

,  526,  SOS 

1.5,415 

1.5,470 

315,.59S 

10,03S 

17,071 


1,276,441 

3,S4S 
2,353,110 


10,992 

6,  ,508 

22,1S1 

23,294 


764 

'203,127 


61 , 922 
308, 720 


19, 342 

176, 791 

4,r..5H 

479. 597 

140,951 

27,746 

3,089 

3,0.84.143 

27,ft34 

13,535 


J.356,822 

44,297 
136.901 
24", 268 
140.768 
316.201 
177,. 584 
765, 521 

081,960 
,59,848 
772,400 

26,656 
105,249 
39, 561 

76,3.51 
93.140 
170,209 
.37,9.52 
813,. 571 
447,206 
19,841,695 
50<i,011 
.59. 126 
85, 797 
176,428 
308,621 
177, 115 
74,163 

1.56.8^70 
1. 52, 948 
306. H48 
3,524,627 
20,608 

175,091 
604,760 
184,248 
108, 4.36 
141.0.59 
1.55.732 
311.223 
3»1,620 
178,1.56 
17.5,673 

46,091 

91,745 
171,047 
204,462 
1.5<),794 

26,363 
220,209 
164,. 552 
879,995 

86,877 
1.^3,246 

71,357 

72,302 
975,311 
131,2'.>3 

58,349 
186,829 
361,006 

93,735 
622,389 
221,.T>9 
317.  .S07 
141,041 
1,3:511,771 
175,  :«6 

40,365 


139, 244 

6.55 
89,267 
171,179 
322,. 527 
1,818,  7i3 
'■i'ii.iH\'> 
212,091 

231,608 
186,279 
77, 543 

1,7.59 
9. 1.85 
2,715 

10,997 

.51,883 

170,4.59 

18,  (K)5 

782,062 

106, 2.83 

7,7.54,121 

182,. 572 

545 

3,037 


292,095 
98, 171 
20,737 

.38, 871 

76, 773 

12.5.8.84 

405,3.38 

1,905 

33.413 

88 

.51.5,747 

4,865,235 

12,911 

8,467 

244,  .336 

5,826 

9,590 


1,856,827 

I,.35S 

1,075,280 


9,576 
5,101 
12,425 
14,537 


647 


79,918 


37.043 
327,860 


11,411 

119, 89'? 

4,.3t>0 

444,886 

91,700 

10,961 

2.2:16 

2,660,784 

15,791 

12,567 


$251,971 

26,  .577 
92,  .540 
27. 7.'4 
94,0.59 

314,7.52 
.59,123 

716, 322 

601,7.S2 
26,067 
735, 292 

11.809 
70,499 
35,317 

29.905 

8o!7bl 

279,531 

43,  782 

841.. 552 

242, 622 

19,  268,  795 

.533.813 

2.3.  :{00 

.57,600 

206,231 

2.84.297 

1.W.2H.5 

03. 424 

66.645 
m.  846 
238. 143 
2,405,794 
17, 5:51 

127.801 

92.171 

242.6.SO 

111.220 

152.473 

93,71)3 

304,. 51) 

286, 792 

129.213 

1.33, 142 

62,.^3t 

49,810 

(i3,004 

1.55,, 513 

123.22.3 

1.5, »« 

142,889 

126,924 

835,8:56 

7.5,209 

127,522 

38,08'J 

75, 137 

72.5, 127 

198, 8a5 

29,  .89.5 

149,211 

25.^.  777 

7.5,6.36 

.577,340 

161,405 

104,406 

129.400 

1,74.5,12(1 

151,84.5 

55,733 
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Artlcloi. 


Mctnls: 

l?arlietl  wire hiindrcd weight. 

Brass  ware do. . . 

I  lard  ware do. . . 

Iron  — 

Galvanizctl do. . . 

Hoop , do. . . 

Lead- 
Pig do... 

Tea do... 

Nails  and  rivets do... 

Steel,  cast do... 

St  eel  ware do. . . 

Tin  slabs do. . . 

Ot  lier 

Tobacco  an(l  manufacttu'es: 

f'igarcnes pounds. 

Cigars do. . . 

Tol)ficco— 

Manufactured do. . . 

Not  manufactured do... 

IJaw  materials  and  miscellaneous: 

Coal tons . 

Cotton- 
Raw hundred  woiglit. 

Waste do... 

Hides do. .. 

Fertilizers do. . . 

Oil- 
Castor  do. . . 

Gasoline gallons. 

Kerosene do. . . 

Liquid  fuel do. . . 

lAibricating do. . . 

Precious  stones. . .  .■ 

Kuliher pounds. 

Seeds- 
Cotton hundredweight. 

Tea do. . . 

Timber tons . 

All  other 

Textiles: 

Apparel 

Lace  and  net yards. 

Piece  goods- 
Dyed  do. . . 

Bleached do... 

Gray do... 

Printed do. . . 

Muslin do 

Otlier 

Sd k  and  satin yards. 

Thread cases. 

Woolens 

Yarn  and  twist,  dyed pounds. 

Mixed  materials 

All  otlier  articles 


Specie. 


Total. 


Grand  total. 


lOlG 


1017 


Quantity.       Value.       Quantity.      Value 


10,873 
2,829 
51,411 

M,  2.17 
.11,970 

10.5, 297 
13,229 
33,301 
r>5, 731 
488 
710 


2.5r),  779 
31,226 

23,423 
2,973 

57,1,  G77 

7,477 

l,6«i2 

245 

2, 025, 063 

5, 389 

776,092 

4, 960, 786 

4,96.1,184 

262, 743 


4, 409, 182 

6.3, 446 
1,384 
7,540 


2,236,653 

19, 557, 021 

10,142,209 

2,834,123 

7,764,905 

133, 427 


1,412 
'105,' 390' 


OG, 194 
127,(M1 
721,999 

417,967 
269,368 

792.237 
135,910 
191,005 
19-1,363 
12,412 
31,019 
499,121 

340, 3S2 
31,300 

19,819 

SSO 

4,850,721 

92,405 

11,100 

2,019 

3, 626, 803 

37, 513 
2:J2.203 

1,100,730 
206,554 
116,898 
113,251 

2,682,695 

60,484 
42, 172 
340,735 
308,923 

.197, 299 
107, 7S7 

1,623,111 
732, 723 
202, 0.10 
720, 404 
10,. 189 
405, 295 
273,813 
239, 126 
1.19.309 
36,6.36 
349, 990 

6, 096, 728 


68,626,891 
2,767,464 


71,394,355 


1,038 

1,150 

20,622 

20,2.14 
21,050 

129,888 
5,391 
11,891 
9,654 
S67 
1,483 


2SS,S12 
32, 676 

15,069 
3,134 

311,696 

6,65,1 

1,744 

109 

928, 070 

4,291 

884,093 

4,201,472 

6,654,306 

314, 39S 


3,601,117 

27,833 

358 

6,356 


1,209,552 

14,919,202 
12,186,767 
2,281,884 
6, 237, 759 
30,381 


447 


153, 748 


C,813 
67,005 
497,013 

206,315 
169,319 

946,723 

63, 794 
101,. IS  I 
57, 217 
16,  .179 
77, 4 15 
464,709 

329,931 
37,300 

10, 875 
1,944 

3.303,707 

124,376 

21,877 

3,473 

1,606,304 

32.316 
483,825 
996, 49S 
3.S8,593 
163, 6S6 
118,508 
2,008,200 

47,  .1.53 

10,664 

29^!,  667 

217,697 

415,038 
64,106 

1,867.912 

1,268,207 

275, 732 

677, 578 

5,006 

462,002 

171,410 

49, 195 

142,811 

52,700 

330,297 

5, 129. 408 


159,735,962 
331,647 


60,007,609 


Cotton,  Silk,  and  Woolen  Goods — Decreased  Automobile  Imports. 

Imports  of  cotton  ooocls  rose  in  value  from  $4,204,130  in  1916  to 
$4,880,623  in  1917.  The  largest  increases  were  in  bleached,  gray,  and 
dyed  piece  goods.  The  United  Kingdom  furnished  62  per  cent  of  the 
total  value  in  1917.  n:s  compared  witli  29  per  cent  and  9  per  cent  for 
British  possessions  and  foreign  countries,  respectivoh'.  The  prices  of 
cotton  goods  generally  increased  to  such  an  cxtx^nt  that,  while  the 
value  imported  in  1917  increased  nearly  by  one-sixth,  the  actual 
quantity  imported  wtis  less.  Thread  showed  a  considerable  decrease, 
falling  fi-om  $239,126  in  1916  to  $49,195  in  1917.  The  value  of  silk 
goods  imported  fell  from  $273,843  in  1916  to  $171,410  in  1917. 
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Woolens  showed  a  decrease  in  value  notwithstanding^  the  enhanced 
prices  these  goods  biouffht  throughout  the  year.  The  vahie  of  im- 
ports in  1917  was  $142,811,  compared  wilh  $159,309  in  1910,  which 
was  much  below  the  figure  for  a  normal  year. 

There  were  120  motor  cars — trucks  and  automobiles — im])ortod  in 
1917,  compared  with  690  in  1910.  The  100  per  cent  import  duty 
imposed  in  February,  1917,  practically  ended  the  trade  in  automo- 
biles, which  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  American  manufacturers, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  of  1910,  when  the  United  States  sup- 
plied 520  cars  out  of  the  590  imported  into  the  colony.  Motor  trucks 
and  motor  cycles  are  still  subject  only  to  the  normal  import  chity, 
which  is  now  7i  per  cent,  having  been  increased  from  5J  per  cent 
on  June  9,  1917. 
Imports  of  Metals — Kerosene  and  Gasoline. 

The  value  of  imj^orts  of  metals  and  metal  ware  showed  a  decrease 
in  1917,  being  $2,075,180,  as  compared  with  $3,400,142  in  1910.  Tlie 
United  Kingdom  furnished  close  to  40  per  cent  of  the  value,  Burma 
34  per  cent  (chiefly  supplies  of  pig  lead),  the  United  States  slightly 
over  13  per  cent,  Japan  approximately  4  per  cent,  and  the  Straits 
Settlements  3i  per  cent.  Pig  lead,  which  had  the  largest  value, 
showed  an  increase  from  $792,237  in  1910  to  $940,723  in  1917.  (Jal- 
vanized  metals  decreased  by  over  one-half,  and  imports  of  gal- 
vanized barbed  wire  amounted  to  only  1.038  hundredweight,  against 
10,873  hundredweight  in  1910.  Hardware  showed  a  decrease  of 
nearly  50  per  cent  in  value. 

The  quantity  of  kerosene  oil  imported  in  1917  was  less  than  that 
of  any  previous  year  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  More  case  oil, 
however,  was  imported  from  the  United  States  than  in  1910,  and  local 
dealers  in  the  American  product  report  a  record  year  in  value  of 
their  sales  throughout  the  colony. 

The  customs  returns  for  the  importation  of  gasoline  in  1917  sliowed 
an  increase  in  quantity  of  nearly  14  per  cent  and  an  increase  in  value 
from  $232,293  in  1910  to  $483;825  in  1917.  Very  little  gasoline  is 
imported  from  the  United  States,  the  chief  sources  of  supply  being 
Borneo  and  Sumatra. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  and  gasoline  by  countries  for  the  years 
1910  and  1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Oils  and  countries  of  origin. 


Kerosene: 

Bulk  oil 

Borneo       (excluding 

British) 

Persia 

Sumatra 

United  States 

Ca'ieoil 

Borneo       (excluding 
British) 


1915 


Gollorui. 
3,635,222 

1.837,926 

l,i;i9.Sf>7 

220.779 

4.^6.650 

1,325,561 

184,076 


1917 


Gallons. 
2,821,161 

1,447,650 
546, 222 
827,383 


1,467,286 
3,960 


Oils  and  countries  of  origin. 


Kerosene — Continued. 
Case  oil— Continued. 

United  States 

Gasoline 

Borneo  (excluding  Brit- 
ish)  

Sumatra 

United  States 


1916 


Gallons. 


,141,4R.<? 
770, 092 

690,  RiS 
81.477 
3,900 


1917 


Gallons. 


1.463.  ."^26 
884,  (W3 

660.111 

21S.SI10 

5,179 


The  Coal  Trade — Other  Imports. 

Colombo  is  an  important  coaling  station  and  as  a  consequence  re- 
quires considerable  fuel  supplies.  The  imports  fell  to  311.090  tons 
in  1917  from  575.077  tons  in  1910.  These  figures  exclude  import-  of 
Admiralty  and  Ceylon  Government  coal.    About  75  per  cent  of  the 
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coal  i.>  bi'ouglil    Iroju   India,  the   rcmaiiidcr  coming   from   British 
African  possessions,  Mozambique,  Japan,  and  Australia. 

Imports  of  cement  amounted  to  244,336  hundredweight,  as  com- 
pared with  310,508  hundrcdweiirht  in  1910.  Tlic  United  King^dom 
supplied  174,20-2  hundredweijxht,  Japan  07,281  huiidredAveiglit.,  and 
IlontjUonfj;  tlic  small  remainder. 

Fertilizers  (known  locally  as  manuivs)  showed  a  lai'ire  decrease 
in  imports  for  1917,  hein^^  valued  at  $1,006,304  as  compared  with 
$3,626,803  in  1916.  All  sulphate  of  anunouia  imported  in  1917  came 
from  the  Unitwl  Kini^dom  and  superphospliates  from  Japan,  while 
basic  slag  and  nitrate  of  soda  camo  chietl}^  from  the  United  Kinj^dom 
and  Ja])an.  respectively.  India  supplied  some  groundnut  cake. 
Ceylon's  Export  Trade  by  Articles. 

The  value  of  Ceylon's  exports  in  1917  showed  a  slight  inci'ease  over 
that  of  the  previous  record  year  of  1916,  due  to  large  shipments  of 
raw  rubber  which  more  than  offset  the  decline  in  other  articles. 

Rubber  and  tea  alone  comprised  76  per  cent  of  Ceylon's  exports, 
followed  in  order  of  imi)ortance  by  plumbago,  copra,  coconut  oil.  and 
desiccated  coconut. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  (excluding  si>ecie) 
from  Ceylon  in  1916  and  1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live number. 

Arcca  nuts himdred weight. 

Cacao (Jo. . . 

Cardamoms do. . . 

Cinnam(»i do... 

Coconut : 

Desiccated do. . . 

Fresh number. 

Coffee hundredweight . 

Coir: 

Fiber do. . . 

Rope do . . . 

Yarn do. . . 

Copra.^ do. . . 

Fertilizers do. . . 

Fish,  cured '. do... 

Kitu  1  (Qbcr) do. . . 

Oils,  vegetable: 

Cinnamon ounces. 

Cilroneila pounds. 

•Coconut hundredweight . 

Palmyra  fiber do. . . 

Phwiliago do. . . 

r  ooiisic do . . . 

Rubber pounds. 

Shells,  chank number. 

Skins,  dressed hundredweiglit . 

X«a pounds . 

Textiles 

Timber tons. 

Tobacco pounds . 

All  other  articles 


I91G 


1917 


Quantity.        Value.        Quantity.      Value 


445 

123.205 

73. 2-1.5 

:i901 

44,.  758 

306, 149 

4,694.297 

30 

215,444 
15, 109 
80, 912 
1,309,<>39 
1,220 
2.670 
1,590 

183.006 

1,366,014 

323,017 

2,094 

668,216 

SO,  386 

58,504,835 

1,520,511 

8,140 

203, 256, 347 


2,429 
2, 752, 195 


Total 96,520,835 


?15, 174 
008,906 
910, 543 
162.  ,831 
407,389 

2,824,330 

135, 5S2 

560 

202, 936 

49,019 

262,243 

7,094,856 

2,042 

Z2.mi 

30,912 

16,688 

421,004 

2, 89,8, 698 

16,446 

7,298,128 

121,191 

36,218,864 

35,112 

179, 594 

34,151,949 

i:«,857 

27,980 

100. 931 

1,789,409 


873 

154, 000 

72,597 

3, 369 

29,716 

272,059 

5,289,481 

53 

137, 721 

14,140 

26,336 

1,078,704 


2,747 
293 

173,529 

1,197,507 

434, 699 

568 

523, 940 

43,927 

75,781,401 

1,S70,0S4 

4,332 

195,231,592 


2,890 
3,463,015 


815.857 
958,377 
585,857 
110,816 
313,977 

3, 037. 021 

104,110 

989 

135, 724 

45,875 

78,606 

4, 287, 548 


39, 392 

11,806 

18,760 

380,614 

5,270,505 

4,359 

7,071,803 

50, 113 

44, 543, 735 

50,690 

186,910 

131,036,417 

51,982 

21,110 

216,502 

2,041,254 


98, 679, 789 


Increased  Production  of  Rubber — Decline  in  Prices. 

In  190S  the  shipmeJits  of  Ceylon  rubber  amounted  to  less  than  a 
million  pounds;  nine  years  later,  in  1917,  the  figure  increased  to  over 
75,000,000  pounds,  exceeding  the  previous  record  year  of  1916  by 
nearly  30  per  cent,  compared  with  the  increase  in  value  of  approxi- 
mately 23  per  eent. 
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Average  rubber  prices  for  the  five  vears  1013  to  1917  were  ae  fol- 
lows: $0.G'2  per  pound  in  1913,  $0.-lG  in  1914,  $0.5-1  in  1915,  $0.5^  in 
1916,  and  $0.48  in  1917.  Owini^  to  the  dislocation  of  exchange,  the 
first  rubber  auction  in  the  chamber  of  commerce  rooniB  was  not  licld 
imtil  February  23,  and  then  payment  was  in  London  sterling  drafts 
iiLStcad  of  Indian  rupees.  This  condition  of  paj'ment  i)revailed  at 
all  the  sales  throughout  the  year.  There  was,  however,  u  fair  amount 
of  business  done  in  private  sales.  First-quality  crepe  opened  at  i^().^)8, 
advancing  steadily  to  $0.G8  per  pound  by  April.  Prices  then  declined 
until  the  beginning  of  August,  when  first-quality  crepe  auci:ione(l  ut 
$0.47  per  pound.  In  November  the  price  recovered  to  $0.5'2,  but  in 
December  it  again  fell,  until  the  highest  price  paid  was  $0.40  per 
pound.  For  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  crGpe  had  an  advantage 
of  about  $0,03;  in  April  prices  were  about  the  same;  in  May  i-niok(Ml 
sheets  were  relatively  a  cent  higher;  in  August  they  reached  a  point  of 
about  $0.03  liigher;  but  during  the  rest  of  the  year  trepe  was  level 
with  or  higher  than  sheets. 

The  United  States  and  United  Kingdom  took  approximately  e(|ual 
shares  of  Ceylon-grown  rubljer.  the  two  countries  consuniing  ck)^ 
to  95  per  cent  of  the  colony's  entire  rubber  production. 

Slight  Decline  in  Tea  Trade. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year  and  the  record  year  of  1915, 
the  1917  tea  exports  showed  a  slight  decline,  but  the  figures  were 
above  those  of  any  year  previous  to  1915.  Prices  fell  slightly,  al- 
though it  is  difficult  to  calculate  an  exact  average  price,  because 
various  Government  restrictions  brought  about  unusual  fluctuations. 
The  average  price,  however,  for  1917  may  be  taken  as  $0.15!),  com- 
pared with  $0,168  in  1916  and  $0,184  in  1915. 

Comparing  shipments  made  in  1917  with  those  in  1916,  as  regards 
distribution,  it  is  noted  that  the  United  Kingdom  imported  26,000.000 
pounds  less,  while  Russia  and  China  showed  decreases  of  approxi- 
mately 13,000,000  pounds  and  4,000,000  pounds,  respectively.  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  increased  from  approximately  8,300,000 
pounds  to  25,500,000  pounds,  while  Australia  and  the  European  Con- 
tinent showed  substantial  increases.  The  Ceylon  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce points  out  that  an  interesting  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
American  demand  for  good  black  pelvoes  of  all  (lualitics.  the  ])rices 
ranging  high  for  even  inferior  quality''. 

The  Ceylon  tea  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  now  handled 
by  the  British  tea  commissioner  in  Ceylon,  who  ships  under  iu<l ruc- 
tions from  the  Food  Controller  in  London. 

Products  of  the  Coconut  Palm — Decrease  in  Cacao  Exports. 

Tlie  coconut  is  the  one  staple  Ceylon  produces  that  has  been  seri- 
ously affected  by  Avar  conditions.  The  total  value  of  all  coconut 
products  exported  in  1917  was  barely  $11,000,000,  as  compared  with 
$13,680,474  in  1916;  $13,928,191  in  1915:  and  $16,681,083  in  the  re.(.rd 
year  of  1913. 

Copra  decreased  considerably  in  value  on  account  of  diffimhy  in 
securing  ocean  freight,  exports  decreasing  in  value  fi'om  $7,094,856 
in  1916  to  $4,287,548  in  1917.  Copra  has  not  in  .sevi M.d  yi';ir>,  ap- 
peared as  an  article  of  export  to  the  United  States, 
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The  export  of  coconut  oil  Ikis  incieused  beciuisc  of  a  f^rcater  de- 
maml  from  tlic  T 'iiited  Kiiifjiloin,  wliich  has  more  than  oifset  tlie  de- 
creased sliipment  to  the  United  States.  The  price  varying  from  $107 
in  May,  11)17,  to  $1  41  per  long  ton  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  Avith 
an  average  given  by  the  Ceylon  customs  as  $ir)0,50,  was  lower  than 
the  average  of  $177  for  the  preceding  year.  The  export  of  coconut 
oil  to  the  I'^nited  States  has  steadily  decreased,  the  value  in  1017 
be'ing  $24,S01,  compared  with  $102,504  in  li>10.  $1,101),107  in  1915,  and 
$"2,'2O7,088  in  1914.  Preference  in  freight  space  for  other  prodiicts 
and  British  (lovernmcnt  shipping  restrictions  were  important  fac- 
tors in  reducing  the  exports,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  reported 
locally  that  the  Ignited  States  could  be  more  advantageously  supplied 
from  nearer  markets. 

The  catao-growing  area  ranges  from  500  to  1,800  feet  above  sea 
level  and  cominises  about  22,000  acres,  mostly  in  the  hands  of 
lOnglish  planters.  The  value  of  cacao  exports  decreased  approxi- 
mately 30  per  cent  in  1917  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
qnantity  exported  was  only  about  1  per  cent  less  than  in  1910.  but  tho 
prices  were  lower  in  1917.  Exports  of  cacao  to  the  Philippines  in- 
creased from  1,504,267  pounds,  valued  at  $210,144,  in  1910,  to 
2,972,709  pounds,  valued  at  $32-3,430,  in  1917.  The  United  States 
took  cacao  beans  to  the  value  of  $118,983  in  1917,  compared  with 
$18,804  in  1910.  There  Avas  a  heavy  decrease  in  shipments  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  due  cliiefl}'  to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  im- 
port of  this  commodity  by  the  Food  Controller. 

Cinnamon,  Tobacco,  and  Other  Products. 

The  expoi'ts  of  cinnamon  quills  for  1917  show^  an  increase  of 
378,572  pounds  over  those  for  the  previous  year,  because  the  greatly 
increased  shipments  to  the  United  States  more  than  offset  the  de- 
creased shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  European  Continent. 
On  tha  other  hand,  cinnamon  chips  suffered  from  lack  of  ocean 
freight  and  from  the  poor  demand  in  the  United  States,  so  tliat  cin- 
namon showed  a  decrease  in  value  of  about  23  per  cent  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  market  ruled  low-  for  quills,  ranging 
between  $0.10  to  $0.13.  The  prices  for  chips  ranged  from  $13.80  per 
cand}^,  in  January,  to  $11.35  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Cinnamon  oil 
shipments  showed  a  slight  increase,  but  the  total  value  was  under 
$20,000. 

Exports  of  manufactured  tobacco  increased  in  value  from  $100,931 
in  1910  to  $210,502  in  1917.  In  June,  1917,  an  American  tobacco 
expert  left  the  island  after  three  years'  service  with  the  Ceylon  agri- 
cultural department.  lie  is  said  to  have  succeeded  in  improving  the 
quality  and  cultivation  of  the  Ceylon  product.  Another  American 
has  been  engaged  to  continue  the  tobacco  experiments,  but  he  has  not 
yet  arrived  to  take  up  his  Avork. 

Exports  of  citronella  oil  (known  in  southern  India  as  lemon-grass 
oil)  decreased  in  value  from  $421,004  in  1910  to  $380,014  in  1917. 
The  United  States  took  over  GO  per  cent  of  the  quantity  exported 
during  1917.  Prices  fluctuated  between  $0.17  and  $0.25  per  pound, 
being  beloAV  the  level  of  those  for  1910. 

Areca  nuts,  cui-ed  lish,  chank  shells,  and  dressed  skins  are  minor 
Ceylon  products  which  showed  export  increases,  while  cardamoms, 
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fresli  coconuts,  coir,  kitiil  fiber,  palmyra  fiber,  and  poonac  showed 
decreases. 

Mineral  Production  of  Ceylon. 

Plinnbago,  Ceylon's  most  speculative  industiy,  again  had  a  phe- 
nomenal year,  owing  to  the  demand  created  by  the  Avar.  Toward  tlie 
end  of  the  year,  however,  exports  fell  off,  and  prospects  for  1918  are 
not  good.  The  total  quantity  shipped  in  1917  was  523,940  hundred- 
weight, valued  at  $7,071,803.  as  compared  with  GG8,210  hundred- 
weight, valued  at  $7,298,128^  in  191G.  In  1915  the  exports  were 
valuetl  at  only  $2,509,434,  which  was  the  record  up  to  that  time. 
According  to  the  Ceylon  customs  returns,  the  United  States  took  84 
per  cent  of  the  value  of  Ceylon's  plumbago  in  1917,  and  practically 
all  of  the  remainder  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.  France  is  said 
to  get  her  supplies  from  Madagascar. 

During  1917  the  average  f.  o.  b.  price  of  Ceylon  plumbago  was 
$270  per  long  ton,  a  slight  inc-rease  over  1916.  Medium  to  fine  grades 
of  ordinary  lump  ranged  during  the  year  from  $210  to  $44G  per  long 
ton,  while  medium  to  fine  chips  varied  in  price  from  $130  to  $290 
per  ton. 

The  market  for  gems  was  poor,  owing  chiefly  to  the  absence  of 
tourists  who  make  purchases  of  Ceylon  precious,  semiprecious,  and 
fancy  stones.  On  account  of  high  insurance  rates,  sending  stones  on 
consignment  has  not  been  practicable. 

Besides  graphite  and  gems,  no  minerals  are  exported  from  Ceylon. 
Some  monazite  sand  "beds  and  mica  deposits  liave  been  surveyed, 
but  no  deposits  of  sufficient  value  to  work  have  been  found. 

Declared  Exports  to  "United  States. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United 
States  in  1917  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  A'ear.  These  exports, 
exclusive  of  returned  American  soods,  were  valued  at  $32,234,237 
in  1917,  compared  Avith  $28,857,305  in  191G,  $17,774,7G7  in  1915,  and 
$10,983,925  in  1914. 

The  exports  of  tea  increased  in  value  from  $1,596,041  in  191G  to 
$5,051,242  in  1917,  which  approximately  accounts  for  the  increase  of 
the  total  exports  of  Ceylon  products  shipped  to  the  United  States 
in  1917  over  those  of  191G.  Rubber  showed  a  slight  increase  and 
maintained  its  position  as  the  leading  article  of  export,  represent- 
ing about  GO  per  cent  of  the  total  value,  while  plumbago,  the  next 
largest  item,  showed  a  slight  decrease  compared  with  191G. 

Desiccated  coconut  (shredded  coconut)  showed  a  substantial  gain 
in  1917,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  as  there  lias  been  consider- 
able demand  from  the  United  States  for  this  commodit}'.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  Ceylon  co])ra  is  not  shipped 
to  the  United  States  and,  further,  that  desiccated  coconut  is  never 
designated  locally  as  copra.  Other  articles  showing  increases  arc 
cacao  beans,  cardamoms,  cinnamon,  citronella  oil,  and  pa\iain.  while 
coconut  oil,  precious  stones,  and  tea  fluff  show  deci-eases. 

Cacao  beans  to  the  value  of  $323,430  were  exported  to  the  Philip- 
l)ines,  while  $118,983  rejiresented  the  value  exj)orted  to  the  United 
States.  Cacao  beans  and  tea  repiesent  over  99  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
ports from  Ceylon  to  the  Philippines. 
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Quantity  and  Value  of  Principal  Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions, 

Till'  followiiip:  table  shows  (lie  v:»luo  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  tho 
T'nitod  Stales  and  its  posscssifjus  in  lOlG  and  1017,  according  to  the 
invoices  certilieil  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo: 


Articles. 


191G 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity.       Value, 


TO  VXITED  STATE.''. 

ranlnmom? pounds . 

Cardamom  seeds do . . . 

t  innamon do. .. 

Cinnamon  oil do... 

Cinnamon  leaf  oil do... 

Cil  ronella  oil <!'>•  -  • 

Cacao do. . . 

»'.)(:onut ,  desiccated do. . . 

Coconut  oil do.. . 

t'oirceii do... 

Coir  yarn do. .. 

("rot (in  seeds do. .. 

Cru<!e  drugs do. .. 

<"uri'  s 


Filler,  bri-;! le tons. 

Filler,  mil  tress do. . . 

Fiber,  twisted pounds. 

llo'i.stihold  goods 

.lewelrv 

J'apaiii pounds. 

Plumhafjo tons. 

]  'recio>is  stones 

Tiubber pounds. 

Tea do. . . 

Tea  fliifT do. . . 

Vanilla do. . . 


Total. 


TO  PIlII.irPINE  I.SL.VNDS. 

Cinnamon pounds. 

Cit ronella  oil do. . . 

Cacao do... 

Cf  cintit,  desiccated do. . . 

I'epper do... 

}'recious  stones 

Tea pounds . 


Total. 


TO  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

Tea pounds. 


82, 4r,7 

4,. 128 

901,310 


J.32, 421 

2, 77f> 

112,248 


130, 22a 


$46,027 


620,771 

132,  f.58 

8,733,700 

2,042,.')2J 

7,0.54 

67,aiO 

3.5,904 

654, 43.5 


201,a5.5 

18,804 

560.  J59 

162, 564 

20,- 

2,  .563 

2,72) 

37,814 


1,922,260 

93 

fi,0<;2 

78.5,  a32 

808,009 

12,414,<i.V. 

335,  »ll 

14,932 


254,220 

7.30 

2,9111 

21 4,. 389 

118,983 

734,470 

24,801 

624 


1,S19 
1,519,487 


5,. 381 
25,237 


3,1,473,588 

8, 309,  ,369 

075, 069 

1,277 


2, 773 

2,437 

307 

675 

16,051 

6,922,081 

192,318 

18,947,782 

1,596,041 

41,010 

952 


48 
212,913 


190 
64,831 
681 
3.53 
731 
.4,573 


8, 274 
22.121 


34,686,143 

25,  .58?,  89 1 

587,  473 

2)8 


25,022 

6,550,302 

7,&a 

19, 106,  ,329 

5,0.51,242 

24,991 

138 


28,857,305 


32,234,237 


195 

2,014 

l,504,2o7 


560 

'8'l,'42'j' 


54 

613 

216, 144 


61 

'17,' 800 


2:54,732 


2,972,709 
6.500 


323,430 
354 


286 
35,903 


360,033 


24,839 


0,538 


3,076 


Market  for  American  Goods. 

Imports  to  Cevlon  direct  from  the  United  States  decreased  in  value 
approximately  $700,000,  being  valued  at  $1,810,341  in  1917  and 
$2,500,006  in  191G.  America's  share  represented  only  3  per  cent  of 
Ceylon's  total  import  trade,  but  Japan,  Avith  5.4  per  cent  as  her  share, 
Avas  the  only  foreign  country  ahead  of  the  United  States  as  a  com- 
petitor in  the  markets  of  Ceylon.  This  decrease  of  American  im- 
ports was  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  cessation  of  automobile  ini- 
ports,  due  to  the  100  per  cent  duty  imposed  early  in  1017;  for  it  is 
noted  that  in  1917  automobiles  to  the  value  of  only  $02,171  were 
imported  as  compared  with  $004,760  in  1916,  90  per  cent  of  which 
was  accredited  to  the  United  States. 

Practically  all  lines  of  goods  could  be  exported  to  Ceylon  if  war 
conditions  permitted.  Building  materials  are  scarce,  clothing  is  very 
high-priced,  steel  and  iron  goods  are  becoming  more  and  more  difli- 
cult  to  procure,  and  there  is  a  fjroat  dearth  of  printing  paper,  leather 
goods,  glassware,  drugs,  acetic  acid,  and  many  other   articles.     A 
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study  of  the  Ceylon  market  by  referring  to  the  table  "  Imj)ort  by 
Articles,"  in  this  report,  should  give  American  exporters  an  idea  of 
■what  they  might  be  able  to  export  advantageously  to  this  British 
colony  when  trade  conditions  again  adjust  themselves  after  the  war. 

Merchandise  Marks  Ordinance — American  Trade  Extension. 

All  American  goods  exported  to  Ceylon  should  be  plainly  marked 
"  Made  in  U.  S.  A."  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  more  complete 
marking,  such  as  "  Made  in  U,  S.  of  America"  or  "Made  in  United 
Statei;  of  America,"  as  "  U.  S.  A."  has  now  become  recognized  by 
the  British  customs  in  Ceylon  as  a  sufficient  designation  for  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  Ceylon  merchandise  marks  act  has 
been  strictly  enforced  during  the  past  two  years,  with  the  result  that 
considerable  munbers  of  fines  have  been  imposed  upon  importers. 

The  American  traveling  salesmen  who  have  called  in  Cej^lon  the 
jiast  year  all  report  excellent  results,  and  it  is  hoped  that  American 
exporters  will  realize  the  importance  of  sending  representatives  to 
India  and  Ceylon  if  they  expect  to  share  liberall}*  in  the  trade  after 
the  war.  In  case  a  representative  is  not  possible,  a  connection  with  an 
indent  house  sometimes  proves  satisfactory.  This  consulate  is  always 
pleased  to  assist  American  exporters  in  trying  to  make  connections. 

Exchange  and  Finance. 

At  the  beginning  of  1017  the  trade  of  the  colon}'  suffered  on  account 
of  difficulty  in  financing  the  export  trade,  a  shortage  of  available 
bank  credit  having  been  brought  about  by  the  restricted  sale  of 
Indian  Council  Bills  in  London.  The  announcement  of  this  restric- 
tion was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  December  11, 
191(>.  Previous  to  that,  tlie  Ceylon  banks  financed  the  export  trade 
through  the  medium  of  these  Council  Bills,  remittances  being  made 
to  India  to  an  unlimited  extent. 

The  Ceylon  Government  was  compelled  to  resort  to  the  expedient 
of  issuing  new  currency  notes  in  exchange  for  credit  in  London, 
which  involved  an  issue  to  the  extent  of  9,000,000  rupees  ($-2.919.000). 
The  situation  was  later  slightly  relieved  by  an  arrangement  under 
which  buyers  agreed  to  accept  payment  in  sterling  in  London.  The 
Government  also  accepted  the  payment  of  export  duties  in  sterling 
at  the  offices  of  the  Crown  agents  for  the  colonies  in  London.  Plum- 
bago was  placed  first  on  the  priority  list,  so  that  exporters  of  this 
product  could  draw  for  the  full  value  of  their  exports;  but  in  the 
case  of  tea,  rubber,  coconut,  and  other  products  thoy  could  draw  only 
sufficient  for  running  expenses  of  the  estates. 

About  the  middle  of  the  j'ear  another  exchange  difficulty  arose 
which  was  duo  to  the  inability  of  Ce^don  to  pay  for  foodstuffs  im- 
ported from  India.  Ceylon  must  pay  India  a  sum  of  about  1,000.000 
rupees  ($324,433)  vv'eekly  for  rice  and  other  foodstuffs.  This  situa- 
tion was  also  made  acute  by  the  inability  to  issue  drafts  on  India, 
which  an  increase  in  the  issue  of  Council  Bills  woidd  have  made 
possible.  As  a  temporary  relief  the  Ceylon  Government  transferred 
a  portion  of  its  gold  reserve  to  India  in  exchange  for  credit.  L^lti- 
matelv  the  Indian  Government  agreed  to  allow  the  Cevlon  Govei'u- 
ment'to  place  1.000,000  rupees  ($324,433)  to  the  cred'it  of  Ceylon, 
weekly,  for  six  months,  this  credit  to  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  foodstuffs.     This  arrangement  became  effective   August   1, 
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1017.  and  proved  successful;  in  fact,  it  >viis  not  found  necessary  to 
use  the  full  credit. 

Summary  of  Tariff  Legislation. 

A  revised  tariff  for  imporls  to  Ceylon  came  into  effect  on  June  0, 
1017.  The  most  important  chan<;e  is  the  increase  of  duty  on  general 
merchandise  from  5^  per  cent  to  7i  per  cent  ad  valorem,  which 
applies  to  all  jroods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  machinery  not  other- 
wise charc^ed  with  duty,  exempted  from  duty,  or  prohibited. 

Other  important  chanj]^es  arc  the  increased  duty  on  cotton  goods 
from  -4  to  r>j  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  a  new  duty  of  2i  per  cent  ad 
valorem  on  metals,  except  sheet  and  pig  lead  and  tin  plates,  which 
were  previously  included  in  the  free  list.  These  ad  valorem  duties 
are  chargeable  on  the  Ceylon  c.  i.  f.  valuation.  The  Ceylon  import 
tariff  is  based  on  the  "  true  wholesale  market  value,*'  which  is  defined 
as  follows: 

(a)  The  wliolcsale  cash  price,  less  trade  discount,  for  wliich  coods  of  the  like 
kind  and  (lu.nlity  are  sold,  or  are  capable  of  being  sold,  at  tlie  time  and  place  of 
importation,  without  any  ahntoment  or  deduction  whatever  except  of  the  amount 
of  the  duties  payable  on  the  importation  thereof;  or 

ib)   Where  such  price  is  not  ascertainable,  the  cost  at  which  poods  of  the  like 
kind  and  quality  could  be  delivered  at  such  place  without  any  abatement  or 
deduction  except  of  the  duties  as  aforesaid- 
Shipping  Movements. 

According  to  the  Colombo  Port  Commission's  report  for  1017 
only  4  American  vessels  took  on  and  discharged  cargo  in  Colombo 
Harbor.  According  to  the  consulate's  list,  however,  IG  American  mer- 
chantmen called  at  Colombo,  in  most  instances  only  to  coal. 

The  distribution  of  vessels  according  to  nationality,  omitting  war- 
ships and  vessels  calling  to  coal,  for  1016  and  1017,  is  shown  in  tho 
following  table: 


Nationality. 

1916 

1917 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

British 

I,&'i2 
1,372 

3,364,847 
100,046 

1,382 
1,306 

2,208,390 
105,979 

Colonial 

Total  British 

3,024 

3,471,493 

2,fi88 

2,314,309 

A  merican 

4 

3 
11 
47 
80 

1 
15 
102 
79 

1 

3 

23 
14 

14,002 

3,000 

31.094 

122,091 

349,804 

1,939 

44,  li» 

341,517 

108,070 

l,4,'-.2 

5,319 

58,028 

32,848 

4 

1 
3 

25 

65 
4 

10 
121 

57 

8  859 

Chinese 

1  314 

Panish 

5^254 

48  480 

Dutch 

French 

220^03 
8,389 

'i  ree  k 

Italian 

45  181 

Japanese • 

336,739 

Norwegian 

59,340 

Roumanian 

Russian 

Bnanish 

4 

5 
8 

1 

4,005 
11,239 

Swedish 

18,870 

I'ortuguesc 

2,875 

T(  til  foreign 

383 

1,115,856 

304 

771, 9«8 
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